T/ie Land System of India.

Government the identity is perfect. To regard with unbecoming
jealousy the construction of public works for no reason more cogent
than that they have a tendency to raise private income,
and yet to acknowledge the paramount necessity of such works
is keep to the public mind in an undesirable state of indecision.
It would seem under the circumstances that Government do not
object to the construction of public works provided their costs are
not charged against the imperial revenue, and provided also
Government be entitled to their full share in the increased rent
which such public works are likely to create.

That the Government of this country is peculiarly situated as
regards public works, and that this peculiarity is solely due to its
assumption of the duties of universal landlord, are facts.
But the admission only proves that the injudicious competition of
Government with private enterprise, has driven the latter out
of the field at a loss to the public and the Government with
whom it would be a hopeless struggle to compete; let us, however,
in justice to ourselves refrain from, charging the unofficial public
with apathy and indifference, when what we require of them is a
fruitless sacrifice. If the construction of public works is entrusted
to the Government as universal landlord,, then they cannot re~
Bounce the duty without also renouncing the privileges of the
position. If the relation of Government to public works be
anomalous, it is only the result of ,an anomaly which was perpe-
trated when Government assumed the duties of universal
landlord,

Before however we concede the right of redemption of revenue
and extend the Perpetual Settlement to the f Provinces/ unless
we are anxious to revive the errors of the past, let us complete
an accurate registration of tenures and a correct survey of each
man's holding.* Lasting tranquillity in Bengal can only be
secured by reducing all matters relating to land to,,a condition
of certainty which would leave no room for useless discussion.
Indeed, if the rent straggles are not to be perpetuated, if the
friendly relation between landlord and tenant is not to be dis-
turbed, and if litigation for land- is to cease to be a matter of
pure chance, we must have a record of right and a survey of
each estate.

When the multitude who connect their destiny so intimately
with land, shall have been fully impressed with the salutary

* What Mr. Gust calls f a Domes-day book in which every right is more
or less correctly recorded/